When it comes 10
sanitation, India’s
way behind: HDR

126 OUT OF 177 8 Water availability
not a problem, access is; public
mobilisation, governance needed
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INDIA losel\{ ;n()sﬂ‘{m-

ber of lives to diarrhoea in
the world, yet its military
spending is eight times
4 more than on water and
" sanitation. According to
the latest Human Develop-
' ment Report (HDR) te-
' leased today, while the
country is making consid-
erable progress on drinking
water, it is lagging on the
sanitation front. Nearly
two-third of India has no
access to sanitation even
today. Of the 1.8 million di-
arthoea deaths in the
world, India has 450,000.

India has moved up a
notch on the UNDP’s Hu-
man Development Index
—_itis126 outof 177 coun-
tries, compared to 127 a
year ago. The HDI is a
composite index based on
income, health and educa-
tion indicators.

Atitspresent pace, India
is going to miss the Millen-
nium Development Goal
on sanitation which is halv-
ing the proportion of peo-
ple without sustainable ac-
cess to safe drinking water
and sanitation.

The report called ‘Be-
yond Scarcity: POWEL,
poverty and the global wa-
ter crisis’ is linked to the
previous year’s report
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which had shown that de-
spite its economic growth,
India’s child mortality con-
tinued to remain high. Wa-
ter and sanitation is key to
saving lives of these chil-
dren, the new reportstates.
Not surprisingly, Bangla-
desh has upped India on
this front too. “India may
outperform Bangladesh as
a high growth globalisation
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